
Challenging Homophobia and 
 Homophobic Language

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Challenging Homophobia Assembly
 
The materials and content will be to be adapted for individual use. It is intended that this presentation is student led. 
 
Plan:
 
As students enter to have “LGBT celebrities” on a loop with a suitable piece of music as student come into the assembly hall.
 
Switch to “Challenging Homophobia”
 
The slides are shown but the notes will be read out by students making it clear that the comments are from real people.
 
Additional information can be read by a member of staff, or again by students.




Homophobia
 

is rooted in an irrational fear that 
 leads to hatred, victimisation & intolerance of 

 lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people.

Homosexuality
 

– Having feelings for, or 
 being sexually attracted to people of the 
 same sex

To help you understand…

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Kieran 16 “It’s taken for granted that bullying over sexuality, like race is wrong. Teachers when discussing bullying always mention that it’s wrong.”
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esbian

ay

isexual

rans
 

gender

A woman who is attracted to other women

A man who is attracted to other men

Someone who is attracted to both men and 
 women

What does this mean?

Someone who cannot identify with their sex 

 and gender roles from birth.



Some thing that breaks, or is stupid, or is 
 unwanted is not “gay”. 

It is just broken, stupid or not wanted

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Chloe 13 “ I hate it when students use homophobic words like “gay” or “faggot”, it’s horrible. I always tell them it’s wrong but only a few of the teachers ever say anything.



Using the word “gay”
 

as an 
 insult is homophobic

So are these words

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sophie 15 “ It’s not what they say to me individually, it’s the constant stream of anti-gay remarks that people don’t even know that they make. I feel awful all of the time.”



Calling someone “gay”
 

as a way of 
 suggesting there is something 

 wrong with being lesbian or gay is 
 homophobic

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You may not mean to cause offence. However, students will have brothers or sisters who are gay. Students may have parents who are gay, or other family members. Your comments might affect the way they think about their families.



In the UK homophobic   behaviour is recognised in   law as a hate crime

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Equalities Act 2010 outlaws discrimination and prejudice experienced by groups on the grounds of race, sexuality, gender, religion, or disability.



Think!!!!

“You’re so gay…..”

Gay boy     Faggot
Queer

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You might think it’s fun or big or clever



Hate Incident is when the victim perceives that something 
motivated by prejudice or hate has happened to them but it is 
not a criminal offence

Hate Crime is any hate incident perceived by the victim as being 
motivated by prejudice or hate which constitutes a criminal 
offence, 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Explain the difference between a hate incident or a hate crime.  
Not so funny when the school involves the police



LGBT people have significantly higher than 
 average rates of anxiety, depression, self‐

 harm and suicidal behaviour, as well as higher 
 problem drug and alcohol use. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Gemma 16 “ Because of the bullying I received in school, I was diagnosed with depression, self-harmed and had suicidal thoughts.”



Consequences of homophobia

44% of LGBT pupils who experience 
 homophobic bullying will skip school because 

 of it

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Amina 16 “My attendance is down to 67% as often I am too afraid to attend college.”
Campbell, 17 “ I missed a lot of school due to bullying. I was out of school for most of Y11”



Consequences of homophobia

1 in 3 LGBT pupils who experience 
 homophobic bullying change their plans 

 for future education because of it.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Grace, 17 “I’m not going to university anymore as I am too worried it’ll just be the same.”

Some young people are fearful of staying locally and choose to move far away in the hope of a fresh start.



Consequences of homophobia

Nearly 25% LGBT pupils have tried to 
 take their own lives at some point.

Compared to 7% of all young people

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Drew, 17 “ I experienced a lot of bullying at school. I contemplated suicide and attempted it enough to get me referred to the Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service.”



Consequences of homophobia

Over half of young gay people will 
 deliberately harm themselves

Compared to 1 in 15 of all young people.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Rufus 15 “ I have started to cut myself. I have had enough of being hated by some many people for just being who I am.”



FACT:

People do not
 

choose their sexual orientation….



FACT:

People do not
 

choose to be lesbian, gay, bisexual 
or transgender



People do
 

choose to be homophobic



We do not
 

tolerate homophobia at this 
 school

Homophobic language is not
 

accepted at 
 this school

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Deb, 15 “ Someone always says something. Most students are gay supporters, so if a teacher doesn’t say something, a student will.”



If you hear or see homophobic behaviour 
 or language we would like you to stop it

If you hear or see homophobic behaviour 
 or language we need

 
you to report it



Everybody
 

should feel safe being who they are

Developed by Acle

 
Academy
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