
 

 

 
 

 

Norfolk Deaf Festival 

Due to the pandemic, like many events in the UK, the annual Norfolk Deaf Festival 

(due to be on the 22nd and 23rd May 2020) had to be cancelled. 

However, we will be back next year! We are awaiting confirmation of the date which 

will be released as soon as we know it. The theme is ‘Magic and Comedy’ so if you 



are deaf/hard of hearing and have any skills in these areas, or if you’re interested in 

volunteering, do get in touch with us via norfolksummerdeaffestival@gmail.com or you 

can follow us on our Facebook page  

For those of you who may not have attended the Norfolk Deaf Festival before, it is a 

fantastic opportunity to meet other deaf children, families and deaf adults. The 

festival itself has many activities for the whole family including circus skills, signed 

song workshops, a wide variety of information on different services both locally and 

nationally as well as inspiring deaf role models from all over the UK. We also 

provide engaging talks and performances. Last year we focused on deaf poetry 

which involved discussions and performances from a deaf poet Raymond Antrobus 

and the Globe Theatre. 

Whatever your connection with hearing loss is, whether you have a hearing loss 

yourself, someone in your family or a friend, or if you are just interested, everyone 

is welcome to join in. 

Our guiding principles for the festival are based on the 4 Es. 

1. Equality – of access to information, services and arts through sign 

language interpreters, live captioners and good quality sound systems.  

2. Empower – empowerment through positive deaf role models such as Chris 

Fonseca (deaf dancer) and Paul Whittaker (signsong performer). 

3. Educate – signpost deaf people and their families/friends to local and 

national provisions available, including deaf awareness. 

4. Everyone – bring deaf people and their families/friends together. 

Whatever your hearing loss you are not alone.  

We hope to see you next year! 

https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/sitecore%20modules/Web/EXM/RedirectUrlPage.aspx?ec_eq=1PVq%2bH4M1ymS31VWMIsfZ8qUupK43NQZj1OrE6oLzDIIz%2biwZmx8k6QWPRx5etYIdib7Mxz5Q4VBDaryTbYKu6bP4hQiZKY0itNdA0eexLM5xq402bXvuFzvLdQ1sXlfR4Ze6Uk%2fJwaNNCH89YBI5ckTNp%2bnr2IWFtH55MO%2ftbYn5%2fZMO%2fjgupby2I7hlo5cImEdVgncmGzTd1X6%2f6M3XLeElna%2ff1TFv0Ur8D2Q0Ld4HbcwnQv6sQW%2fkEGGW0hkM9ZCcANQQCm3fpoyPJKHAUYjpu%2fyNZf2dIPcz3HnB3QIIokcbDhi%2b6bfAFlMGIB6uovauxYv6IwY%2bY6sOJM0Xw%3d%3d
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/sitecore%20modules/Web/EXM/RedirectUrlPage.aspx?ec_eq=pFO%2bfb9uYuSellylxV4ks7xAMRNwLyjoTxRScx5E5IZiGwMOve2biv4mXeG0cYSGR8OZvQ3lJ%2f%2fupinkUlMOVk%2bumqlLatvFqB2KhAI%2by15ozWQp%2bHDwkHQXZ0xH7xIhje5hjM6Kn5fdXEXYvUj2xoTgqC8eOZdrcvz7oBQxU0GLTTj78lsG%2bOHXYI2O%2bagFPfpUodktWnNuWZ8wDQpOg6c4p6xo8OLp6L6%2fr2dVnVMocGi%2bAvg%2fwyHoBJTgou42m%2bs5f82nxu3zfiCLpodGEQz13EV1o54yvA4J514Nsj1%2b53LSdXsTTbWP3eH%2fj25L%2bVCJRY4WZCbgMZTqfGZE3rKdQO2E7%2bo9%2bmO5IQO3GaQ%3d
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/sitecore%20modules/Web/EXM/RedirectUrlPage.aspx?ec_eq=pFO%2bfb9uYuSellylxV4ks7xAMRNwLyjoTxRScx5E5IZiGwMOve2biv4mXeG0cYSGR8OZvQ3lJ%2f%2fupinkUlMOVk%2bumqlLatvFqB2KhAI%2by15ozWQp%2bHDwkHQXZ0xH7xIhje5hjM6Kn5fdXEXYvUj2xoTgqC8eOZdrcvz7oBQxU0GLTTj78lsG%2bOHXYI2O%2bagFPfpUodktWnNuWZ8wDQpOg6c4p6xo8OLp6L6%2fr2dVnVMocGi%2bAvg%2fwyHoBJTgou42m%2bs5f82nxu3zfiCLpodGEQz13EV1o54yvA4J514Nsj1%2b53LSdXsTTbWP3eH%2fj25L%2bVCJRY4WZCbgMZTqfGZE3rKdQO2E7%2bo9%2bmO5IQO3GaQ%3d


 

'Toy Like Me' box 

Children, supported by our Teachers of the Deaf, are enjoying lots of fun activities 

during Coronavirus lockdown.  

This is the inside of Sophie's 'Toy Like Me' box, which was delivered to her during 

lockdown. It is a paper-based playset to colour, cut and build. Sophie spent a lot of 

time creating the scene in this box, and she also enjoyed doing all the other 

activities inside. In fact, she had so much fun being creative, she asked her family 

to find more boxes so she can make her own hospital and garden scene! 

If you think your child might be interested in a 'Toy Like Me' box or if you would like 

more information about it, please visit the following website 

https://www.toylikeme.org or contact your child's Teacher of the Deaf. 'ToyLikeMe' is 

an arts and play based not-for-profit organisation, starting playful conversations 

about disability to boost self-esteem and grow open minds.  

  

https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/sitecore%20modules/Web/EXM/RedirectUrlPage.aspx?ec_eq=Psve1dmP77hKehiAZSB6utIn5FdWIgpMyvioT9aFBWlvoSpAKU%2bE7wQS%2fYntzZTqcNieZpaCCqP%2fZcsKRvZvasjj7sZRS3V6PwCCRoOE6HVCsofFQ%2f0oKtIf0nb%2bZmpNKSIOv6SwurzRdEfd6niKNw7Jl1J%2btv1GlQJnAzlVFrs4k7dcbuSkgrODe3UQJrN0ddpls4HEFaQZidolSSOKyFW2WmThivQs5n%2bPq%2fOvkxgU%2bhYoYKGc32uJ4OD%2fCGZrCCnj79LzH1yw9UQzNcC176Kg5LwURTTJf16Q%2bDOayBj0oA65maAzXLnl4Cuqbfvijy63MROqzfG3R%2fgpHDnPoA%3d%3d
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/sitecore%20modules/Web/EXM/RedirectUrlPage.aspx?ec_eq=Psve1dmP77hKehiAZSB6utIn5FdWIgpMyvioT9aFBWlvoSpAKU%2bE7wQS%2fYntzZTqcNieZpaCCqP%2fZcsKRvZvasjj7sZRS3V6PwCCRoOE6HVCsofFQ%2f0oKtIf0nb%2bZmpNKSIOv6SwurzRdEfd6niKNw7Jl1J%2btv1GlQJnAzlVFrs4k7dcbuSkgrODe3UQJrN0ddpls4HEFaQZidolSSOKyFW2WmThivQs5n%2bPq%2fOvkxgU%2bhYoYKGc32uJ4OD%2fCGZrCCnj79LzH1yw9UQzNcC176Kg5LwURTTJf16Q%2bDOayBj0oA65maAzXLnl4Cuqbfvijy63MROqzfG3R%2fgpHDnPoA%3d%3d


 

Family's experience and activities during Coronavirus lockdown 

The recent lockdown was tough for many families but there are a lot of positive 

outcomes to report as well.  

Harry's mum was kind enough to write about her family's experience and activities 

during the recent lockdown. This is what she wrote: 

'It’s been tough for us all getting into the swing of lockdown. For us it involves 

home-schooling a 5yr old, and 2yr old with severe loss and Physical and learning 

disabilities whilst both parents work. We have lost physical visits from portage, 

SaLT VSSS and our weekly visits to NANSA.  

I put a lot of pressure on myself to do lots of structured activities, particularly with 

my 2yr old, who was often reluctant to take part. I have now realised that it’s better 

to take the lead from them and help encourage learning in normal situations. He 
took interest in a basic inset puzzle and did really well to learn his colour words and 

signs whilst completing the puzzle. When playing with chubby paints we have been 

learning about on and off using the lids. He’s been improving his counting from 1-10 



whilst throwing balls out of his ball pit as well as learning the sign for tidy up! He has 

also learnt the Sign move fix/mend because his bath toy keeps breaking. 

I also came to accept that tablet time is probably an essential to help all of us get 

through the day. He has learnt so many actions to new nursery rhymes and I also 

found a perfect shape sorting game which he is now proficient at playing.  

Whilst losing social contact with others has been difficult, we have noticed some 

real benefits of being together as a family and believe this is having a really positive 

effect on our children’s learning. And I always try to remind myself that I’m doing the 

very best I very can in these difficult circumstances and that’s what my children 

need. Let’s all cut ourselves some slack and continue to do our very best!' 

  

 

Thanks for all your lovely feedback! 



We received lots of positive feedback from parents regarding resources, which we 

provided, to support their children during Coronavirus lockdown.  

This was one of many responses the Virtual School Sensory Support team received 

which we would like to share with you: 

'Our Teacher of the Deaf very kindly gave us a box of resources after Easter. My 

son had been struggling to focus on the work set by school, but he's loved the 

activities the Teacher of the Deaf sent. He even asked to take picture lotto to the 

woods today'.  
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https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/sitecore%20modules/Web/EXM/RedirectUrlPage.aspx?ec_eq=zPQ14ArqLma6eT1wk9OoQ%2bOTD9y0FD25jpAlyAJFud0Dotv3WS55meywdYRlpgSG9ZPSq%2fMm736Df0CFs6q6UnT%2bpCxhNR%2baZI0iKdTCSVp0D7ua4D%2fjMPa90dCJSMZ8a8j9UsFANW4Ts2weNy97zO2sh7jYz6VRshkJ8%2biyVuAKYkVi%2fMaiKgq3nASctWrelzLnph4FKFqtMBjCgPP5%2bVT9CpHmtP8OwI4%2fp6CBkWPsBtP6HxifNJo4%2fkkInTr%2bc8y4UdgGf%2b%2b6gIg265EqpTatSUI9ruz0dST0XSkY%2fo2YM4koVb%2b4gRSH9WlOjyvnu8RHDmv1aB1D8qAajSzGwg%3d%3d
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/sitecore%20modules/Web/EXM/RedirectUrlPage.aspx?ec_eq=zPQ14ArqLma6eT1wk9OoQ%2bOTD9y0FD25jpAlyAJFud0Dotv3WS55meywdYRlpgSG9ZPSq%2fMm736Df0CFs6q6UnT%2bpCxhNR%2baZI0iKdTCSVp0D7ua4D%2fjMPa90dCJSMZ8a8j9UsFANW4Ts2weNy97zO2sh7jYz6VRshkJ8%2biyVuAKYkVi%2fMaiKgq3nASctWrelzLnph4FKFqtMBjCgPP5%2bVT9CpHmtP8OwI4%2fp6CBkWPsBtP6HxifNJo4%2fkkInTr%2bc8y4UdgGf%2b%2b6gIg265EqpTatSUI9ruz0dST0XSkY%2fo2YM4koVb%2b4gRSH9WlOjyvnu8RHDmv1aB1D8qAajSzGwg%3d%3d
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/sitecore%20modules/Web/EXM/RedirectUrlPage.aspx?ec_eq=SDflP33BQvU1lcL0GAsG4950HyALk0kasbj4Lm5wzBLdlgWrxL%2frqmNvNMdwAcOLFDigbSioK0ojN%2fNfDgONNiZ7ESE%2fcbvIkBj49DGy%2bbsywGDNTvLUE1UMnCzWirrRvUNZ8AtNqN0yWy1dweAD0lp1uwfTZ9ChGzmchFeduEW9gqN49ndZtg9DYajJL7R9OGy%2bV4X24gEWKNOBiJYBUDt%2b7zjBHBin54MrlTImmY8rKDXkCxjBqYcu6f0ijQR%2f5lcAH0P%2bo0Xedc7av9jDKtBWQPUearNacFJYjvuCbC4wAQaBPQXi7jLAjmvVGYRhB021%2fwkAM5h9vScAenu%2b9EBMrqjGdMQI66%2fyhGQPi%2f565JVdAAlSwfQiINghylKX3Du0YLttkAzYJbcqX%2bSDLg%3d%3d
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