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Inspired Classrooms is an innovative and
highly creative online Toolkit for schools
and churches. It is designed to open up
parish churches as spaces of accessible and
enjoyable cross-curricular learning.

All schools have a rich resource for inspirational and cross-curricular
learning nearby – parish churches. There are over 15,000 of them in
England. They are under used in this connection, not through any fault of
the schools and their teachers or the churches and their clergy.
It is simply that no-one has provided suitable resources to enable

‘I suddenly realised that you can do any lesson in a
church. I hadn’t thought about it before; we usually
only come into the church at Christmas and Easter.’

parish churches to be used not simply for religious education but for
history, mathematics, art, music and science. This Toolkit for teachers is
revolutionary. It will offer activities for a full cross-curricular day within a

Year 6 Pupil

church, and suggestions for learning before and after the event.

‘It was the best literacy lesson
- much better than writing in the classroom.’

Our young people deserve the very best experiential learning. Cathedrals
and churches have a “wow” factor for young children. That’s good, but we

Year 4 Pupil

also want to make them places of learning and discovery too. They are

‘When our teacher said we were going to the church
I thought it would be boring but it hasn’t been.
It has been great!’

us all rediscover that our parish churches are inspired classrooms.

inspired classrooms in themselves. I hope and pray this project will help

The Rt Revd Graham James, Bishop of Norwich

Year 5 Pupil

‘I have found the concept of the Toolkit thoroughly
inspiring because it allows teachers and children
to fully realise the potential of all those beautiful
buildings which are so important in our society.’

To find out more about Inspired Classrooms
please contact Saul Penfold, Project Manager
on info@inspiredclassrooms.org

Primary School Headteacher

www.inspiredclassrooms.org

Inspired Classrooms is FREE to use
and can be accessed by any church
and by any school at any time

@InspiredClassr1

Exploring churches as
places of creative learning
across the curriculum

Lesson Plans
and Challenges
Suitable for Key Stage

Exploring Light

Curriculum Links:

:
materials and light dark
Science: - Everyday
the suitability
English: Re-telling stories
• To identify and compare
to
materials,
of materials creatively
of a variety of everyday
D.T: - To use a range
plastic, glass,
including wood, metal,
design and make products.
building.
cardboard for
- To explore a church
brick, rock, paper and
translucent R.E:
particular uses (transparent,
and opaque).
and ideas to
• To use observations
suggest answers to questions.

Learning Objectives
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Resources:

10 light
Sheet 1: Can you find
sources or light reflectors?
Sheet 2: Window template
Sheet 3: Transparent,
Translucent and Opaque
tissue paper
• Different coloured
statements
• Sheet 4: Light quiz
• Pencils and pens

•

•
•

Teacher’s Notes
Before your visit

to understand what light

is and where it comes

from.
of light.
darkness is an absence

and

that
natural
• Children will need
is dark and understand
is the difference between
need to question what
and questioned ‘what
• The children will
different light sources,
need to have explored
and question whether
• The children will
that are light sources
•
•

QR Code
Resource Bank
and offline Web App

objects around school
man-made light?’
with light sources, find
at the sun? Explain
To have spent time experimenting
we not look directly
light sources?
the sun. Why should
we wear sun
they are natural or man-made
dangers of looking at
your eyes - that is why
need t know about the
at it you can damage
The children will also
and if you look directly
powerful light source
that the sun is the most
eyes.
glasses to protect our

During your visit
make you feel?
Introduction (10 mins):
How does the building
building.
to use the building?
Introduction to the church
used for? Who is likely
we? What is the building
Discuss - Where are
the building?
What can you see in
this church?
How would you describe
materials in this church.
Main activity (40 mins):
the topic of light and
are going to be exploring
light (R1). Discuss the
Explain that today we
light? Or is it dark? Why?
/ objects that reflect
come from? Is it natural
light sources and materials materials are better reflectors than
different
Where does the light
for
the church looking
be seen. However, some
Ask groups to move around
painted a different colour.
church reflect light to
to a
all the objects in the
be like if the walls where
findings. Explain that
Discuss what it would
ways. Discuss and compare
of this in the church.
church but in different
the church.
others. Show examples
is filtering light into the
(R3) Find examples in
window – this window
‘translucent’ and ‘opaque’. glass making them translucent.
Look at a stained-glass
vocabulary ‘transparent’,
coloured
the
using
Explain
to see
stories
tell
transparent glass window.
filter light but also to
different coloured tissues
windows are used to
picture. Experiment with
of light, creating the
Explain that stained glass
through different amounts
your
Different colours filter
are going to use to depict
the most light and discuss.
about what colours you
what colours let through
based on a story. Think
stained-glass window
Tasks: Design your own
groups
light and materials. In
picture. (R2)
around the church about
that have been hidden
Plenary (10 mins):
statements
find
learning.
(R4) Children
Discuss and review today’s
Complete the light quiz
these are true or false?
can they decide whether

Innovative cross-curricular lesson
plans, challenges and supporting
resources for Key Stages 1, 2 and 3.
All designed to develop a range of key
skills such as research, teamwork,
focus and creativity.

Visit Practicalities
Providing the practical tools to help plan
and deliver the perfect day of learning from
both the school and church perspective.
Includes a model risk assessment,
itinerary, equipment list, press
release and more.

After your visit

tissue
of your story.
and then use coloured
own stain glass window
these will form the shadows
your plan to make your
• Back in school use
and your objects - remember
create the background
and colours.
• Use black card to
which will filter the light
black card?
from the reflections?
paper to add the details
through and not the
can guess your story
paper will let the light
class and see if they
• Review why the tissue
other children in your
windows / stories with
• Share your finished

Our QR codes relate directly to and support the lesson
plans and challenges, giving access to a bank of further
information. With our offline Web App, this can
even be done in churches with no
wifi connection!

Inspired Gallery
Showcasing pupil and student responses created
during and after their church visits, including
artwork, photographs, poems and creative writing.
Videos can also be uploaded to the Inspired
Videos section of the Toolkit.

Inspired Classrooms provides bespoke ‘tools’ for both schools and churches, challenging
the perception that parish churches are places in which only RE can be delivered.
Through its extensive range of cross-curricular lesson
plans and challenges, Inspired Classrooms enables schools
to deliver English, science, mathematics, humanities,
the Arts and PSHE in their local parish churches.

Inspired Classrooms also provides advice, guidance
and resources for churches to better understand
and support the needs of their local schools.

www.inspiredclassrooms.org

No other heritage learning resource has the
richness or cross-curricular potential of parish
churches and Inspired Classrooms will enable
you to explore and enjoy them!

