
 
HSE investigates two deaths involving gates 
 
The purpose of this Safety Notice is to alert organisations or individuals involved in 
the design, construction, installation and/or commissioning of electrically-powered 
gates to potential safety risks to pedestrians. It is also of relevance to organisations 
in control of the use and/or maintenance of existing electrically-powered gates. 
 
The information will aid these organisations in identifying any particular hazards in 
relation to gate design, and then to undertake suitable and sufficient risk 
assessments as part of their work activities to ensure risks to pedestrians are 
eliminated and/or controlled. 
 
"HSE issued a safety alert to gate manufacturers and installers in February this year, 
reminding them of their safety responsibilities when designing, constructing and 
installing electrically powered gates, to minimise the risk of an incident happening.” 
 
"Should anyone have any concerns about electric gates on their development, they 
should speak to their management company or their installer, who have a duty to 
ensure the gates will stop safely should they be obstructed (also known as force 
limitation protection). They must ensure that the force limitation protection and other 
anti-crushing, shearing and trapping safety protection devices are correctly set and 
maintained." 
 


