Fair Funding – Education Acorn

A number of discussions have taken place on the proposal to use Education Acorn as the basis for allocating social deprivation funding from April 2011.  

This note attempts to clarify the proposal.

Social deprivation funding is currently allocated using 50% Free School Meals entitlement and 50% Index of Multiple Deprivation data.

Education Acorn data is split into detailed ‘output areas’, providing a more accurate indication of deprivation than some other factors which are based on larger geographical areas.  Within each ‘output area’ the deprivation is scored using child-focussed demographics and is split into 8 overall categories, of which the first 4 are considered to be the most deprived.  It is proposed that deprivation funding should be based 100% on this data.

The published technical paper only used the first four groups instead of the first ten group which make up the first four categories.  The first four categories are: 

· contextually challenged

· deprived foundations

· disconnected neighbourhoods

· metropolitan aspirers

A definition of each of these categories can be viewed in the Education Acorn user guide to be found at www.caci.co.uk/343.aspx
A revised technical paper has been produced which shows the impact of using the pupils within the four categories listed about.

The paper shows two options

· per pupil – i.e. all pupils

· per school – i.e. each school with greater than 15% of eligible pupils.

The paper can be viewed at – 

http://www.schools.norfolk.gov.uk/page_75.cfm?s=1&m=3903&p=2419,index&zs=n 
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