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Introducing EducationACORN as the indicator of deprivation provided in the KeyData profile for Norfolk schools
Background

Since the launch of our online school profile “KeyData” within the Norfolk schools’ website, approximately 8 years ago, we have provided a deprivation indicator for schools using the Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) which is based on information aggregated to Super Output Areas (SOA).  The indicator is presented as a single figure, calculated locally, alongside its Norfolk ranking. While this was the best we could offer at the time, it has never been totally satisfactory for the following reasons: 
(1) IMD is only updated every three to four years and it includes national census data which can potentially be ten years out-of-date
(2) IMD uses SOA geography which often masks small pockets of deprivation or affluence
(3) Providing a single figure for a school is not ideal as the children could be from a wide range of backgrounds
(4) The Norfolk ranking masks any uneven distribution
(5) National comparative information is not available.
In 2008, CACI, the company that produces ACORN (A Classification of Residential Neighbourhoods) data, launched a new dataset specifically for the education sector, called EducationACORN. (See below - an introduction to EducationACORN, and the categorisation into 7 “groups” and “27 types” based on post codes.)
Over the past two years, the Social Deprivation Funding Group, a sub-group of the Schools’ Forum, has been researching and examining the best deprivation indicator, or combination of indicators, to use in the future funding formula for schools’ social deprivation funding. The group considered 8 different measures, including the measures previously used, ie. free school meals (FSM) and IMD, and a conclusion was reached that EducationACORN provides the most refined, up-to-date, and accurate indication of deprivation in our schools.  
Advantages

Below are listed some benefits to using EducationACORN.
1. In KeyData it will provide a far more accurate indicator of deprivation. The current single figure for a school can mask pockets of deprivation.

2. It will provide a measure of deprivation that allows comparison with local and national averages, rather than a simple ranking which takes no account of an uneven distribution.

3. It will give schools a better understanding of the indicator of deprivation to be used in the social deprivation funding formula from 2011 onwards (as agreed by the Schools’ 
Forum sub-group which spent 2 years researching the most appropriate indicator of deprivation for Norfolk schools).
4. The Fischer Family Trust (FFT) currently uses ACORN data as the deprivation indicator in calculating their estimates and contextual value added for pupils and schools nationally. However, they have researched EducationACORN data and have found a stronger correlation with pupil performance and it would therefore be a better predictor of future performance. As a result they plan to switch to EducationACORN from Spring 2011.
5. In secondary schools, attainment and progress can be measured by meaningful contextualised groups which can be compared with the attainment and progress of similar groups locally and nationally. This allows for appropriate intervention where specific groups of pupils are not making sufficient progress. (There is a plan to extend this analysis to Key Stage 2 attainment in the future.)
6. Last year, during an Ofsted inspection, a Norfolk High School was able to demonstrate the school’s socio-economic circumstances by providing an EducationACORN profile. Afterwards, the Headteacher reported, “EducationACORN is of huge value; it is extremely useful for understanding in much greater detail the nature of our families. With other indicators of deprivation our profile is influenced by retired home owners and second home owners, whereas EducationACORN concentrates on homes with children. One of the most significant groups for my school is “Educationally hesitant” – this group encompasses the rural deprivation in our catchment area.”
About EducationACORN

EducationACORN offers a unique insight into the needs of a school’s pupils and its catchment area.  It enables those involved in education to gain a better understanding of children’s demographic attributes, and to refine strategies and target resources for raising attainment.

EducationACORN has been deliberately built at Output Area level (Norfolk average population of 302) providing an accurate link to postcode.  It has been built, tested and reported on across a range of data relating to household sizes, numbers of children, affluence, unemployment, transience, key stage performance, exam performance, absences, ethnicity, and other general, child focussed, demographics.
Whilst deprivation measures such as the Income Deprivation Affecting Children Index (IDACI) are useful in describing the average characteristics of a Lower Layer Super Output Area (Norfolk average population of 1,602), they should not be seen as an accurate measure of deprivation for a group of streets within a neighbourhood. For example, a LSOA close to the national or regional average for its IDACI score and its percentage of five GCSE passes A*-C could be an average Middle England neighbourhood or a mixed area containing affluent private neighbourhoods and deprived social housing in equal measure.
There are 27 EducationACORN Types, which fit into 7 EducationACORN Groups, and one “unclassified” group. The Types and Groups are listed on the next page, along with the names they have been given by CACI. Please note that these names do not necessarily reflect every geodemographic profile within each type, they are simply a “best-fit” name to represent households with children, nationally, within that Type or Group.
    EducationACORN Groups and Types

	EducationACORN Group
	EducationACORN Type

	Indicator
	Name
	Indicator
	Name

	Group A
	Contextually Challenged
	1
	Younger families, traditional industrial areas, educationally deprived

	
	
	2
	Larger families, economic blight, low attaining children

	
	
	3
	Established deprived communities, educational challenges

	Group B
	Deprived Foundations
	4
	Inner-city overcrowding, family instability, poor attainment

	
	
	5
	Low-rise overcrowding, family instability, poor attainment

	
	
	6
	Deprived over-crowding, mulit-ethnic, educationally low-attaining

	Group C
	Disconnected Neighbourhoods
	7
	Declining post-war estates, educationally disaffected

	
	
	8
	White British terraces, below average attainment

	Group D
	Metropolitan Aspirers
	9
	Impoverished Asian terraces, educationally improving

	
	
	10
	Diverse metropolitan areas, average attainment

	Group E
	Educationally Hesitant
	11
	Traditional neighbourhoods, older children, educational parity

	
	
	12
	Poorer established terraces, middling attainment

	
	
	13
	Young families modern neighbourhoods, average attainment

	
	
	14
	Younger children, non-metropolitan areas, average attainment

	
	
	15
	Mature families, semi-rural towns, educationally engaged

	
	
	16
	Mature families, semi-suburban, educationally engaged

	Group F
	Aspirational Families
	17
	Starter households, early years, educationally aspiring

	
	
	18
	Aspiring home-buyers, modern neighbourhoods, educational expectations

	
	
	19
	Fairly affluent, older families, higher educational goals

	
	
	20
	Affluent well-educated parents, younger children

	
	
	21
	Affluent families, older children, good attainment

	Group G
	Affluent Establishment
	22
	Managerial families, semi-rural areas, significant attainment

	
	
	23
	Affluent, well educated commuter families, high attainment

	
	
	24
	Most affluent, highly educated families, exceptional attainment

	Unclassified
	Unclassified
	25
	Elderly areas of mobile/temporary household spaces

	
	
	26
	Military areas

	
	
	27
	Unclassified
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