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Applications are invited for ‘D4LC Phase 6’ (2012/13)

In 2012/13 Norfolk County Council Children’s Services will again be offering subsidised places to the first 20 schools who register for D4LC.  Schools that have previously been part of D4LC are welcome to reapply. 
D4LC focuses on improving the quality of whole class drama as an active learning method across the curriculum.  D4LC has consistently proved its impact on improving writing, speaking and listening, attitudes to learning, children’s creative and critical thinking and the quality of teaching.  This successful school improvement initiative is offered in partnership with National Drama (the leading UK professional association of drama and theatre educators).  
Why Drama? 

‘Well judged and imaginative teaching strategies’ form part of the current Ofsted evaluation schedule grade descriptors for outstanding teaching.  Drama can provide a broad range of imaginative teaching strategies.  The new Artsmark award requires evidence of drama CPD in a school within the last two years.  Participation in D4LC is evidence of this. 

· Drama as a pedagogy can raise standards in any subject; 

· Learning through drama is motivating and highly engaging; 

· All teachers will benefit from having drama as part of their teaching toolkit;

· Drama readily supports creative learning across the curriculum; 

· Drama provides a multi-sensory, multi-intelligent, inclusive approach to learning;

· Drama is a co-operative, collaborative, inter-personal communication activity;

· Drama uses and can help develop personal, social and emotional skills 

· Drama uses and can develop higher order thinking skills.

Why D4LC? 

· It improves teacher confidence and competence and the quality of drama teaching; 

· It links teachers in a sustained and developmental way with a drama specialist and a colleague/peer;

· It offers teachers drama support in their own school and with their own classes 

· It links directly to and supports the achievement of a school improvement priority identified by the school; 

· It offers opportunity for attending a longer term drama course at a subsidised rate (details to follow)

· It is tailored to meet the professional needs of all participating teachers, (whatever their initial level of drama experience and expertise);

· It enables teachers to learn new drama strategies (teaching techniques and forms) and to meet, plan and evaluate together with specialist Drama support; 

D4LC Teachers

If your school’s application is successful you will be asked to nominate two D4LC teachers.  A highly experienced drama specialist will be allocated to work with these two teachers and their own classes (two school visits over two terms).  

D4LC teachers will need to:

· agree to teach whole class drama weekly for two terms;

· attend the ‘Drama for Learning and Creativity Conference’ (Friday 28th September 2012 at Norwich Professional Development Centre);

· attend a drama CPD twilight meeting in both the Autumn and Spring term (‘Basic Drama Strategies and Conventions’ and ‘Planning Drama Lessons’).  These will take place at the Norwich PDC on 9th October & 5th February from 4.15 - 6.00 p.m. and the West Norfolk PDC on 10th October & 6th February from 4.15 - 6.00;
· contribute one ‘best practice’ drama lesson each by the end of Spring Term 2013 using a proforma that will be provided.  

What will D4LC+ cost? 

The local authority will subsidise only 20 schools to take part in D4LC Phase 6.  The cost to each school is £500.
Schools should not apply if they are: 

· a school with limited capacity to take on a major improvement initiative at this time, e.g. you are in an OFSTED category 

· without sufficient leadership in the school to take on the programme for two terms and ensure that it is embedded in the longer term;

How do schools apply? 

Headteachers are requested to send up to six bullet pointed reasons which highlight why they want their school to become a D4LC school at this time and the main outcome/s they will be aiming for.  

Headteachers should return the attached pro-forma to julia.idiens@norfolk.gov.uk  by Friday 6th July 2012
Successful Applications

You will be notified in the week beginning 9th July 2012 whether your application has been successful. 

If you have any queries please contact the Training Team on 01603 307762
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D4LC Phase 6:  Expression of Interest Form


Please return this form via email to julia.idiens@norfolk.gov.uk
Deadline: Friday 6 July 2012

To register your school’s interest Headteachers are required to send up to six bullet pointed reasons which highlight why they wish their school to become a D4LC school and also what main outcome/s they are aiming for.  

You will be notified in the week beginning 9 July as to whether your application has been successful or not. 

School:  

Reasons (maximum of 6):

	1.
	

	2.
	

	3.
	

	4.
	

	5.
	

	6.
	


The main outcome(s) that my school is aiming for:

	


Children’s Services








