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Norwich City FC Welcomes 

This project is particularly pertinent to Norwich City FC as their emblem and 

nickname 'The Canaries' is a legacy of Norwich's history as a place of 

sanctuary. In the 16th century more than a third of the city's population 

were refugees who had fled religious persecution in the lowlands of Europe. 

They introduced to Norfolk the pastime of canary breeding which quickly 

became popular and synonymous with the area, hence the adoption of the 

canary as it's emblem by the club in the 20th century. 

Norwich City FC has also had at least two players who were 

refugees. In 1946 Tony Gallego spent a season on Norwich's 

books. The young goalkeeper and his brother Jose first came 

to England along with 3000 other unaccompanied children 

fleeing the Spanish Civil War. Both 

brothers, and several others of those 

children, had careers as professional 

footballers. 

In addition, Norwich City FC's recent signing Mario Vrancic moved to 

Germany with his family as a child seeking sanctuary from the Bosnian 

war. He later became a professional footballer and whilst playing for SV 

Darmstadt 98, he appeared in the documentary short Refugee Eleven, a 

film project to promote understanding of the experiences of those seeking 

asylum in Germany. 

Norwich City FC was one of thirty clubs across the country to support 

Amnesty International's Football Welcomes initiative. 

AMNESTY 
INTERNATIONAL 

In 2017 30 football clubs took part in Football Welcomes, an Amnesty International initiative 

that saw a weekend of activities across the country to celebrate the contribution refugees have 

made to football since the Second World War. 

The clubs all took part in their own way, from putting on games for young refugees and/or 

offering free tickets, to arranging stadium tours or writing about it on their websites and 

promoting it on social media. 

Football Welcomes received widespread coverage in national and local media and was supported 

amongst others by the English Football League, Women's Super League, Kick It Out and Football 

Unites, Racism Divides. More information can be found here https://tinyurl.com/y9w5ywk4 

https://tinyurl.com/y9w5ywk4

