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Teaching Mathematics: 
Using the Bar Model to 
support problem solving  

The Bar Model approach can be 
taught to all learners empowering 
them to have successful visual 
strategies to apply to a range of 
routine and non routine problems.  
 
 
Course Outline 
 
This training will develop an awareness of how to 
progress the bar model approach across the whole 
primary school setting and make the connections with 
part whole models.  The Bar Model can be used to 
enforce mathematical understanding by drawing on a 
variety of representations, all learners will be enabled 
to see, do and recreate the Bar Model within a range of 
different problems. 
 
By the end of the course participants will:- 
 
• know what the Bar Modelling approach is 
• how to adapt the Bar Model approach from EYFS to 

GCSE 
• be confident in Teaching bar modelling through the 

Concrete, Pictorial and Abstract approach 
• plan to develop a consistent school approach to 

using the bar model in a variety of different 
problems.  
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