Norfolk County Council

Policy for First Admission to School 

(Guidelines for the application of the policy for First Admissions to Schools, for Community and Voluntary Controlled Schools)

By law children must start statutory education full time at the beginning of the term following their fifth birthday.  Where admission is offered prior to compulsory school age, parents may defer their child’s entry into school until later in that academic year. 

For Community and Voluntary Controlled Schools, children born between 1st September and the end of February may start school full time at the beginning of the autumn term before their fifth birthday.
Children born between the 1st March and 31st August, may start school part time at the beginning of the autumn term before their fifth birthday and full time at the beginning of the spring term before their fifth birthday.

This policy has been strongly recommended for adoption by Voluntary Aided and Foundation Schools

· All four-year-olds are entitled to five early education sessions each week.  Each session lasting a minimum of two and a half-hours.


· Where schools are able to provide morning and afternoon sessions of at least two and a half hours, children whose birthdays fall between 1st March and 31st August may attend part-time for five morning sessions, or five afternoon sessions, or a mixture of five morning and afternoon sessions, throughout the Autumn term.


· Where schools are approached by parents requesting a full-time place for their younger four-year old in September, schools are encouraged to contact the Childcare Information Service (01603 622292) to find out about childcare provision in their area.  If the school is interested in developing childcare opportunities the Childcare Information Service will be able to provide the contact number for their local development worker.
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