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Citizenship for the future:
what does it mean?

Prol. Daviid HICks
Norwich = Boplomber 21004

The early 215 century
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*It was the best of trmes, il was the worst of times, U
was the age of wisdom, it was the age of fealigh-
rerss, il was the epoch of belief, it was tha apach of
mcredulity, it was the seasan of Light, it was Ina
saasnn of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, il was
the winter of despair, we had everylhing before us,
wa had nothing before us_."

Dickena (1059) A Tale of Two Ciles

Thinking globally

Global trends
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How do we help chiidren and young people
understand the giobal comtext In which
they are growing up?

Global citizenship
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Key concepts

B nterdependence

= social justice

® Human rights

® Confiict resolution

B Coyltursd divorsity

= yalues and percaptions
= Citizenshlp

B sustalnable divelopmen

Two traditions

Daring v bea ® Persanal’ tha saarch for wholaness
Teacher and integratian | indlviduals

™ Poditical: the atruggle to create
wholeness - equadify & justion - in
socuhy ksl

Bt are doamed foono moe han
partial ruccaas withoul tha ofhar

" The nead for education to be about
changing both seif & sockaty

Characteristics of
effective citizens

B Gew problvma i global context

" Work co-operatively & responsibly
B Accopt cuttural differences

B Critlcul and systembc hinking

B Solve problams non-violently

B Follow envinonmental ifestyls

B Defend humaen rights

" participate i politcs
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1 oerpeet you 8l Lo be indepeadent, Invovative,
crigieal thinkers sho will do cxactly as | say’

The wider world at 4-7

Hursery and infant chilkdren regulerhy:

B Call gach other names (prejudice)

® Arbltrariky exclude others from play {discrimination)

B Argue over materiais (rescuncs distribution)

= Protest that rules are not fair (human rghts)

B Ouparred and fight (peace and cenfiict)

B Waste consumable matedats (environmental awareness)

B Find that more can be accomplished by working
together {Interdependence)
Foumtaln. S. (1#80) Learming Togestar, Stenlay Thomes

The spatial and temporal dimensions
Fulurs
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Western images of the future

Children’s images of the future

A futures perspective

I Arlkipailng M fatluis
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Early years education

= TRy ADeul TaTum Invaives
Imaginative fantasy; gast and future
oflsn mixed together: graat sansa of
cantral and fresdom ovar ha fatirs

* Devalaping posiive foosllngs stout
thair plana [ ine ftune and thoeir ol in
lis craation

" diosyneratic amd unneadsla fram
Uit viawpaint Dut important
developmental stage: mom positive than
abdar childran about tha futurs

The future: 7-8 year olds

B jnibial manifestabion of an ‘aduft’
understending of ime begins to
appeaar from about 6

B Different kevels of ability in
concepiualis the future
found at this :Ei

B Emeryenca of ability to think
ahesd; reslisation that the future
may be gomething to work
towards as well as gomeathing to
be concermed aboel
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The future: secondary level

I theen are strongly solective tradifions that
candone ar legitimais cortain behaviours as
‘mavmal” or ineritable’ 4nd marginalise
wthars, tan taken Tor granted 'iruths' about
e Tature are Hikely to e powarfully
propagated ..,
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Children's questions about the future

B Wil wo find aut about Pluto?

® Wilat will cur mums and dads look lke?

® Wil thars be a war soon?

® How many more enimals will bo exlinct?

= Wil the jungles be desinoy od 7

= A v harwe Uhir osalia in our Town?

= s thoro [ife aftor dieath?

" Wil schools ba bettor organised 7

B Wil there bo equal cpportunity in the worlkd?
" Wil | sthl be leughing when F'm 307

Fagure 4 Thl srviencded prwaami—a lnmily chain

A futures perspective
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mest dosply winh to
cane aboul

" BN B N B

Australian teenagers’
probable/preferable futures

FProbable futures Preferabie futures
Uncompasslonate world " Tachnocratic dreaming
Physically violent world  +" pamilitarized & groan
Divided world ¥ intergenarational equity
Mechanlsed workd ¥ Making peaca with
Unsustalnable envimonment pacpla and planet
Politically corrupt world F: f1oey —
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Future generations
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Useful resources

e — | Hlizcrehip
il s I for the Fulure
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ENEL,
AR, FAMDME, PESTIL £
POVERTY, IEXIM, RACIIM
rHEY'RE ALL YOUR FAULT
sARMIN, AECALSE
ol LISTEM

‘One of the tasks of the progressive
educator ... is to unveil
opportunities for hope, no matter
what the obstacles might be.’

Paulo Frelre (1994) & Pedagegy of Hope, Continuum




