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Opportunity for Specialist Support Staff
With increasing numbers of pupils being included in our mainstream schools there are many more Specialist Teaching Assistants working with children with increasingly complex needs. The demands on these staff can be considerable, and while generic training is available there are few opportunities for peer support or specialist input.

In Central Area, the Educational Psychology and Specialist Support Team is hoping to offer an opportunity for Specialist TAs to share experiences and offer practical support to each other in an informal setting. It may also be possible to offer training sessions on particular disabilities or learning diffciculties, or practical classroom strategies to support children, depending upon demand. We could not provide locum cover or pay travel costs but could provide high quality support and advice.

We have also heard that some schools feel there is need for a register of Specialist TAs and their particular strengths and experiences, which could be used for supply purposes. Many schools are finding it impossible to cover staff absence when skills such as moving and handling, medical knowledge or Team Teach experience is required. The availability of such a register could help schools meet their duties under Disability Discrimination legislation and support full inclusion for pupils.

We should therefore be very grateful if your specialist Teaching Assistants could fill out the enclosed questionnaire in order to gather information about what would best meet their particular needs. 

The form should be e-mailed to:mailto:kim.barber@norfolk.gov.uk.

Please contact us if you require any further information about our proposals.

With many thanks for your time and cooperation.

Kim Barber, Judith Carter, James Thatcher, EPSS Central Area

Children’s Services 

Educational Psychology and Specialist Support               

The Terrapin

Cecil Road

Norwich

Norfolk  NR1 2TJ

Tel: 01603 671 415

Mob: 07795 332 954
Children's Services: Central Area

Educational Psychology and Specialist Support

Specialist Teaching Assistant Project

Name:…………………………………………………………………………….  

School:……………………………………………………………………………

Role: Classroom support/ One to one support/ ……………………………..
Disabilities supported: ………………………………………………………..

Year group(s):……………………………………………………………………

Specialist skills and experience: (eg Moving and Handling Training, experience of insulin administration, Team Teach, use of communication aid, British Sign Language qualification…)

Would you like the opportunity to meet with specialist support staff from other schools?





Yes/No

What time of day would be the most convenient for you?



Morning/Afternoon/Immediately after school/Evening

Is any particular day more or less convenient?
What topics of discussion/training might be useful to you?

(For example, successful strategies to manage challenging behaviour, information on a particular disability, stress management, bullying etc)

If you are not working full-time, would you consider being included on a register of Specialist TAs for supply cover purposes?

Yes/No

Any other comments:
Please return this form to: kim.barber@norfolk.gov.uk
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