For the attention of Headteachers and Governors – all schools

Starting School- Moving On

Transition Information Sessions for Parents (TISP)

The first phase of training for this DCSF national programme was delivered in early December 2007 to Parent Support Advisers, Learning Mentors, Extended Schools, Voluntary Sector and Norfolk Parent Partnership staff. Feedback was very positive,

‘very useful.. it gave me fresh ideas for offering transition support, and new ways of offering workshops, and how to engage with more vulnerable groups’.

The aim of the TISP programme is to enable schools to deliver a strategic approach in design and delivery of parenting support sessions, and explore the concept of a continuum of support. The Government is currently exploring different ways of supporting parents, including transition.

A core steering group has been set up, and will closely monitor rollout across Norfolk schools, and how this programme supports and impacts on wider policies and agenda. A second training date is set for 23rd May 2008, details of which are attached for those of you who wish to have a member of staff trained in this work. 

Schools may already be offering transition support for pupils, but the emphasis and aims for this programme is focussed very much on parents and parental engagement; enabling parents to recognise their role and support their child at any stage of their development.

Some examples of good practice planned and already taking place through TISP are:

· Multi agency market place

· DVD Model for parent information

· Parental consultation

· Themed events i.e. Anti Bullying, What is a transition? The Curriculum, Homework/Study Support, Moving On, Choices

· Getting Involved in Your Child’s Education

· Hands on Learning

· Healthy Norfolk

It is envisaged that every Norfolk school will become a TISP partner and that a Norfolk directory of practitioners will be drawn up and held on file with Norfolk Children’s Services.

If you would like to offer Transition Information Sessions for Parents, to complement what you may already be offering, please contact Beverley Bird by the end of Spring Term 2008 (contact details below) who will coordinate your local TISP approved trainer to support your school and work alongside school staff. It is envisaged that there will be a large take up of this offer for the summer term, and support will be coordinated on a first response basis.

If you would like further information before committing to the sessions, please do not hesitate to contact - Beverley Bird – Parent Support Adviser Coordinator (programme coordinator for the county) – Tel: 01603 433276 or Email: beverley.bird@norfolk.gov.uk.

For your information a Governor Newsletter release is also attached.

Starting School- Moving On Training

(Transition Information Sessions for Parents)

Professional Development Centre, Norwich

23rd May 2008

Whole Day

Resources and Lunch Supplied

No Cost

Training for the delivery of support sessions for parents has already started. Parent Support Advisers, Learning Mentors, Norfolk Parent Partnership, Voluntary Sector and Extended School staff attended the first training session in December. Feedback from the course was very positive

‘very useful.. it gave me fresh ideas for offering transition support, .and new ways of offering workshops and how to engage with vulnerable groups’

Further training is offered on the 23rd May 2008. Cascading of good practice in schools and sustainability is a key indicator of success. Places are limited to 50, and it is anticipated that demand will be high. Places will be secured on a first response basis

The programme is a DCSF initiative helping to support and meet wider policies -The Children’s Plan (DCSF December 2007), Every Child Matters and Norfolk’s CYPP, SEAL, Healthy Norfolk.

As part of Norfolk’s drive to support parents at key stages of their child’s education, Norfolk is one of the pioneering authorities chosen to take part in the DCSF initiative ‘Starting School – Moving On’. The transition information sessions for parents (TISP) will be a key factor in informing parents how best to play their part in each transition through the school system, and how they can work as a partner with their child’s school. Schools will be able to better meet the needs of parents at an early stage and strengthen relationships with parents.

The emphasis is very much focussed on support for parents, through support for schools in the delivery of sessions, thus attracting more vulnerable parents to participate and likely partners. 

For more information, please contact:

Beverley Bird by email: beverley.bird@norfolk.gov.uk or tel: 01603 433276

Trainers:

Beverley Bird- Parent Support Adviser Coordinator

Leona Caie- Senior Learning Mentor ,Norwich  Excellence Partnership

	Staring School- Moving On Training
	23rd May 2008

Professional Development Centre

Woodside Road,

Norwich 

NR7 9DL
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	Please indicate specific needs you may have in order to access the training


	

	Special dietary requirements


	


Please return to beverley.bird@norfolk.gov.uk
By Friday, 14th March 2008

Your place will be confirmed via e mail
Staring School Moving On Programme

Governor Information

As part of Norfolk’s drive to support parents at key stages of their child’s education, Norfolk is one of the pioneering authorities chosen to take part in the ‘Starting School – Moving On’ programme.

The programme is a DCSF initiative helping to support and meet wider policies -The Children’s Plan ( DCSF December 2007),  Every Child Matters and Norfolk’s CYPP, SEAL, Healthy Norfolk.

In The Children’s Plan, the Government states that:

 ‘Parent’s support for their child’s learning is an essential foundation for achievement….as well as making sure everyone understands what part they need to play’. 

The transition information sessions for parents (TISP) will be a key factor in informing parents how best to contribute towards making each transition through the school system as smooth as possible, and they can work as a partner with their child’s school. Schools will be able to better meet the needs of parents at an early stage and strengthen relationships with parents that will influence how parents work with schools in the future.

Transitions at key stages need different approaches matched to the needs of individual children; whether it is in the early years experiencing the first separations, or in the upper years of school making choices to Junior/High school, exam options or career pathways. 

Consultation with parents has already taken place in Norfolk, and the findings of this were used to determine what parents want and need to know. The findings have contributed and shaped the format and content of sessions. It is essential that content of sessions is relevant, accessible (inclusive) and that delivery is offered in a variety of formats, with flexible timings. 

Training for the delivery of support sessions for parents has already started. Parent Support Advisers, Learning Mentors, Parent Partnership, Voluntary Sector and Extended School staff attended the first training session in December. Feedback from the course was very positive:

‘very useful.. it gave me fresh ideas for offering transition support, and new ways of offering workshops’

Further training opportunities for interested staff will take place later this academic year. It is envisaged that a directory of approved trainers will be drawn up for schools to access, with further training disseminated into individual schools. Cascading of good practice and sustainability is a key indicator of success.

The TISP will complement the good practice in transition support that already takes place for pupils, involving professionals from other statutory agencies and staff from the voluntary sector.

The emphasis is very much focussed on support for parents (at times where they may be experiencing anxiety), through support for schools in the delivery of sessions and the brokering of multi agency involvement in each locality. 

For more information on the programme, future training sessions, or how you would like your school to be involved, contact:  Beverley Bird - Parent Support Adviser Coordinator – Email: beverley.bird@norfolk.gov.uk.

