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                                          Good practice event

Are Asylum Seeking Children Safe in the UK?

Tuesday  14 October 2008

10:00-15:30 (Lunch provided)

Venue:Mary Ward House, 5-7 Tavistock Place, London WC1H 9SN 

Rates

· CSN subscribers / LGiU affiliated organisations/ Voluntary sector:
£150.00 (£176.25 inc VAT)

· Others: £250.00 (£293.75 inc VAT)


Description

Are asylum seeking children fleeing war wracked countries and extreme danger or are they just here for a better deal? The question is regularly aired in the media. Yet while local authorities have a duty to support vulnerable children, there is a clear tension between asylum legislation and policies designed to support and protect vulnerable children. This has focussed attention on the significant differences in service provision for asylum seeking children and children born in the UK

It is estimated that there are more than 120,000 refugee and asylum-seeking children in the UK including 80,000 in UK schools. There is no shortage of reports on working with asylum seeking children, yet, when supporting this client group, local authorities often come into conflict with immigration laws and children’s rights laws. The new UK Border and Immigration Agency is currently responsible for asylum seeking families with children; local authorities are responsible for unaccompanied asylum seeking children; both the Home Office and the Department for Children Schools and Families have outlined the ways in which they will work with local authorities to safeguard and protect vulnerable children. 

These developments should propose significant changes in the way in which local authorities work with asylum seeking children. This seminar is a must for anyone who wants to keep up-to-date with changes in asylum support, raise their awareness or improve outcomes for all. 

What is the way forward?

Delegates will have a unique opportunity to hear from and discuss with representatives from the Home Office, the voluntary sector and local government, concerned with asylum support from legislation to service delivery. They will look at all issues confronting asylum seeking children including the reform programme put forward by government, children in detention and safeguarding trafficked children, and best practice from local government. 

Speakers include 

· Jeremy Oppenheim, Director of Organisational Design and Development   UK Border and Immigration Agency 

· Silke Nebenfuehr, International Organisation for Migration (IOM)

· Steve Liddicott – Assistant Director of Children’s Services Croydon Council 

· David Barnes – Director of Westmidlands Strategic Partnership 

· Refugee Council – invited 

· Alice O’Keefe, New Statesman (invited)

· Alison Webster, Assistant Policy Director, Barnardos (invited)  

Who should attend

· Lead Members and chairs of scrutiny for children’s services, and other Councillors 

· Senior local authority officers, managers, inspectors and consultants working 

· senior staff in schools and colleges, school and college governors, and others working in voluntary and community organisations

· Anyone including children’s services practitioners interested in raising awareness and improving outcomes for asylum seeking children 

· Councillors, officers working on diversity & cohesion

Are Asylum Seeking Children Safe in the UK?

Tuesday 14th October 2008 (Lunch provided)

Venue: Mary Ward Centre, 5-7 Tavistock Place, London WC1H 9SN 

	PROGRAMME



	10:00

10:30

10:45

11:30

12:15

12:30

13:15

14:15

15.15

15.30


	REGISTRATION AND REFRESHMENTS

Welcome and Introduction

Jasmine Ali, Head of Children’s Services Network

Update on Government Policy

The UK Border & Immigration Agency – 

Jeremy Oppenhiem, Director of Organisational Design and Development   UK Border and Immigration Agency 

Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking Children  - A new service

David Barnes – Director of the Westmidlands Strategic Partnership, Westmidlands LGA  

Break

Safeguarding narrowing the gap between immigration & children’s policy

Steve Liddicott, Assistant Director of Children’s Services, Croydon Borough Council 
LUNCH 

Panel Discussion 

IOM, Home Office, Refugee Council, Croydon Council, WestMidlands Local Government Association & the New Statesmen (Invited) 

Closing Remarks 

Close




Booking Form

Fax back to 020 7554 2801

Name of event:
Are Asylum Seeking Children Safe in the UK?

Date of event:
Tuesday 14th October 2008

Rates

· CSN subscribers / LGiU affiliated organisations/ Voluntary sector: 
£150.00 (£176.25 inc VAT)

· Others:






£250.00 (£293.75 inc VAT)


Delete as appropriate:
Amount to be invoiced/cheque (payable to LGIU) enclosed for: £


LGIU VAT REG NO: 557 4057 14


Address/contact for invoicing purposes


…….


…….


 Postcode…….………………………………………
Telephone
………………………………………E-mail……………………………………………………….

Purchase Order Number……………………………………………………………………………

Name of Delegate……….……………………………………………………………………………………….

Position………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………..

E-mail (Please supply an email address for joining instructions)………………………………………………….

Authority/Organisation…………………………………………………………………………………….…...

Telephone
………...

Special requirements (please detail any special requirements, including dietary)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Cancellations received after 8th October 2008 will result in the full delegate rate being charged. Substitutions may be made at any time. All cancellations and substitutions must be made in writing (e-mail, fax or letter).  
Postal bookings should be sent to the Events Team, LGIU, 22 Upper Woburn Place, London WC1H 0TB 

For special requirements or specific enquiries about the event please contact Pat Stevens 020 7554 2811 or pat.stevens@csn.info



