Designer China @ Christchurch Mansion, Ipswich
Mon 16th - Wed 18th Feb 

This half term come along to Christchurch Mansion and get creative by decorating your own mug, plate or vase. Whatever design you have in mind for your masterpiece, you won’t be short of inspiration with so many treasures in the China room to see. Our friendly artist will be on hand to help you out with your design and of course you can take your finished piece home with you as a memento of your day out. Come along and get creative!

Booked sessions at 11am, 12pm, 1pm, 2.30pm, 3.30pm

Book by calling 01473 433554

Museum admission free

Sessions are £1.50 per person

 

The Saxons and the Normans @ Colchester Castle

Mon 16th – Fri 20th Feb

Take a step back in history and discover how the Saxons and the Normans changed Britain forever! In the battle of 1066 the Normans defeated the Saxons to become the rulers of Britain. In this fascinating and interactive event you can see some of the weapons that were used by each side as well as hear more about the famous battle. Our costumed storytellers will take you through some wonderful stories in this event that is fun for all the family.

Performances at 11am, 12pm, 1pm, 2.30pm and 3.30pm

No need to book

Free after normal Castle admission charge

 

Make Your Own Dolls House @ Hollytrees Museum, Colchester

Mon 16th – Fri 20th Feb

Discover what life was like in Hollytrees house in Victorian times by coming along and taking a peek inside the beautiful dolls house. What will you discover and what will inspire you? After you have had a look at the dolls house get your design skills flowing by making your very own dolls house out of cardboard. You won’t be short of ideas with so many fantastic things to discover in Hollytrees Museum!

£1.50 per person, suitable for ages 5 and up

Book in advance on 01206 282940 or drop into Hollytrees Museum

Sorry, we are unable to take large group bookings

Booked sessions, 11am, 12pm, 1pm, 2.30pm and 3.30pm

 

Animal Tales @ Ipswich Museum, High Street

Tue 17th - Fri 20th Feb

To celebrate the 200th anniversary of Charles Darwin’s birth you can come along and discover animal tales at Ipswich Museum this half term. Our friendly storyteller will be telling funny, exciting and thoughtful tales inspired by animals and Darwin’s discoveries. Of course you can enjoy the fabulous Natural History Gallery too, with its giant woolly mammoth, rhinoceros, giraffe and much more! Come along for this free and fun event.

Free museum admission and free event

Storytelling sessions at 11am, 12pm, 1pm, 2.30pm, 3.30pm

No need to book

 

Animal Trail @ Ipswich Museum, High Street

Tue 17th – Sat 21st Feb

How many teeth did woolly mammoths have? Which animal in the museum is mummified? Why not see if you can find out the answers to these questions and more in our Animal Quiz this half term. It’s free, and if you complete the whole trail you can enter a prize draw too!

Free event and free museum admission

Drop-in 10am – 4pm

No need to book

 

Print Demonstrations @ Colchester Castle

Sat 21st Feb

Come along to Colchester Castle and enjoy print demonstrations with artist Ron Sims. Throughout the day you can enjoy seeing demonstrations of a variety of print methods including Dry-point at 11am, Etching at 12pm, Lino-cut at 2pm and Woodcut at 3pm. Whilst you are at the Castle why not enjoy the 17 in Print exhibition as part of your visit, which displays prints from 17 of the region’s finest artists.

Free after normal admission charge to Colchester Castle

No need to book

Sessions at 11am, 12pm, 2pm, 3pm

 

Guided Tour of ‘17 in Print’ @ Colchester Castle

Sat 28th Feb

Meet Colchester and Ipswich Museum’s Curator of Art in this insightful event and enjoy a guided tour of the 17 in Print exhibition. The Art Curator will talk about some of the prints in the exhibition and discuss how the museum service came to have the collection of prints over the last 12 years. 

Free tour after normal admission charge to the Castle

Tours at 11.30am and 2.30pm

Tour lasts approximately 45 minutes

 

Medieval Day @ Colchester Castle

Sat 7th Mar 

Take a journey back in time and discover Medieval Colchester in a fun day packed full of exciting events and activities. Meet costumed characters and learn more about Colchester Castle’s secrets and how it was built. Why not try your hand at archery or find out about herbal remedies with the medieval Nun who will treat all kinds of wounds and illnesses. Discover more about the awful conditions of the Castle’s prisons with the Gaoler and his wife at fun performances throughout the day and find out how the Castle was built with our Saxon builder. You can also make a medieval style catapult and test it out!

No need to book

Free activities after normal Castle admission charge (excludes archery)

Costumed guided tours 11am, 12pm, 1pm, 2pm, 3pm

Archery 50p for 3 arrows 10am – 12.30pm & 1pm – 4pm

Gaoler and his wife performances 11.15am, 12.15pm, 1.15pm, 2.15pm, 3.15pm, 4.15pm

Saxon builder performances 10.45am, 11.45am, 12.45pm, 1.45pm, 2.45pm 3.45pm

Make a catapult drop-in 10.30am – 12.30pm & 1.30pm – 4pm

 

Mad Science @ Ipswich Museum, High Street

Sat 14th Mar

Are you a budding Einstein? Do you want to know the answers to some of the world’s greatest questions? Then come along for a day of science fun at Ipswich Museum. Try out different experiments throughout the museum from the best paper aeroplanes to cornflour slime. There will be something for everyone in this day of fun! Don’t miss out on the fabulous Science in a Suitcase performances too, which are perfect for all the family.

Free drop-in activities 10am – 4pm

Science in a Suitcase Performances at 11am, 12pm, 2pm, 3pm

 

Printing Workshop @ Colchester Castle 

Sat 14th Mar

This one day course introduces an exciting printmaking technique that is ideal for anyone who enjoys art. Participants will work with perspex, aluminium or paper to produce plates that give the effect of etchings but are made quite quickly without using acid. Over the day, different ways of drawing into a plate will be experimented with, before moving on to inking up and printing techniques. Materials will be provided, including specialist papers and etching inks.

 

The session will be hosted by an experienced printmaker from Gainsborough's House Print Workshop in Sudbury. Participants are recommended to bring a favourite postcard or drawing with them, maximum size 210 x 15cm, and to be aware that etching ink can stain clothes.

Book your place by 31st January and pay only £22 (£25 thereafter) 

Includes entry to the Castle, workshop, materials, tea/coffee and sandwich lunch 

Only 10 places!

Book in advance on 01206 282940 or drop into Hollytrees Museum  

Payment must be made in advance

10am-2pm (with a short break for lunch)

Suitable for age 15 and above

 

A Spring Sunday @ Hollytrees Museum, Colchester

Sun 22nd Mar

Spring is in the air, so why not come along to Hollytrees Museum and celebrate? Children can get creative by painting their own design on a plate or bowl and there is plenty to see in Hollytrees Museum to offer inspiration! Children can also create a spring scene with tulips and daffodils and meet the Victorian maid by the Hollytrees dolls house to hear all about life at the time.

The whole family can enjoy the rare chance to see objects from the museum’s stores with a curator and if you celebrate Mother’s Day then why not come along and enjoy this special event as part of your day out.

Drop-in 1pm-4pm

£1.50 per person 

No need to book

Sorry, we are unable to accommodate large groups

Meet the maid 1.30pm and 3pm

 

Spot the Difference @ Christchurch Mansion, Ipswich

Sat 4th Apr – Sun 19th Apr

Those mischievous servants have re-arranged things and the master of the house is not best pleased! Pick up your sheet showing how the rooms should look, and then tell us the things that have moved or been added! Enter your completed sheet into the prize draw, and you may well be the lucky winner.

Free entry to mansion and free event

Drop in 10am-5pm

 

Medieval Music @ Christchurch Mansion, Ipswich

Sun 5th Apr

The halls are alive with the sound of music! Let the melody wash over you as our musicians perform Medieval songs and tunes in the Great Hall. They’ll also be on hand to chat to visitors about their authentic musical instruments. Don’t miss out, come along and enjoy this free and fun event.

Free entry to museum and free event

Performances at 12pm and 2pm

 

Making an Impression @ Colchester Castle 

Mon 6th – Thu 9th Apr

Get your creative skills flowing and don’t miss your chance to take up these one and a half hour sessions which introduce printmaking. Working on Perspex plates, textures and colour will be used to make lively monoprints. All materials for the sessions are provided, including specialist papers and ink. The sessions are hosted by an experienced printmaker from Gainsborough's House Print Workshop in Sudbury, so come along, get creative and have a great souvenir to take home.

£3 per person, after normal Castle admission charge, includes workshop and materials 

Only 10 places per session

Booked sessions 11am – 12.30pm and 1.30pm – 3pm

Book in advance on 01206 282940 or drop into Hollytrees Museum  

Sorry, we cannot accept large group bookings

Aprons will be available as ink can stain clothing

 

Hands-on History @ Christchurch Mansion, Ipswich

Mon 6th Apr – Fri 10th Apr

Ever wondered how the Victorians cured their pest problems? Or what they wore under their clothes? Well why not come along to this fun, hands-on session and find out. You will get the rare opportunity to touch, hold and feel some real Victorian objects. Our friendly education assistants will be on hand to help you explore a whole host of weird and wonderful Victorian objects and answer any questions that you may have!

Free drop-in 10am – 4pm

Sessions at 11am, 12pm, 1pm, 2pm, 3pm

 

Guided tour of ‘17 in Print’ @ Colchester Castle 

Tue 7th April

Meet Colchester and Ipswich Museum’s Curator of Art in this insightful event and enjoy a guided tour of the 17 in Print exhibition. The Art Curator will talk about some of the prints in the exhibition and discuss how the museum service came to have the collection of prints over the last 12 years. 

11.30am and 2.30pm

Tour lasts approximately 45 minutes

Free tour after normal admission charge to the castle

 

Spring Week @ Ipswich Museum, High Street

Wed 8th Apr – Fri 10th Apr

Batty about butterflies? Mad keen on hedgehogs? If you just love wildlife, then why not come along and get into the spring mood with fun drop-in activities and crafts throughout the week. On Wednesday enjoy making wildlife wind-chimes and paper plate ladybirds. Why not visit on Thursday and try making bird cakes and cone chicks. Round off the week on Friday by making caterpillar crowns and butterfly headbands.

All activities are drop-in, spaces are limited.

Sessions at 10.30am – 12.30pm & 2pm – 4pm

£1.50 per person, per activity

If you are under 6, bring an adult to help!

 

Guided tour of ’17 in Print’ @ Colchester Castle 

Thu 9th Apr

Meet Colchester and Ipswich Museum’s Curator of Art in this insightful event and enjoy a guided tour of the 17 in Print exhibition. The Art Curator will talk about some of the prints in the exhibition and discuss how the museum service came to have the collection of prints over the last 12 years. 

11.30am and 2.30pm

Tour lasts approximately 45 minutes

Free tour after normal admission to the Castle

 

Warrior Tales @ Gallery 3, Ipswich Town Hall Galleries

Thu 9th Apr

Come along to Gallery 3 and journey back to Saxon times when you meet our fabulous Saxon warrior. Hear fantastic stories all about his fighting days and discover more about his weapons, tactics and Saxon way of warring. Whilst you are there why not take a look at the Anglo-Saxon Art in the Round exhibition where you can see all kinds of treasures from this fascinating point in history.

Free entry to Gallery 3 and free event

Storytelling at 11am, 12pm, 2pm

 

Wild Saturday @ Ipswich Museum, High Street

Sat 11th Apr

If you like wildlife then you’ll love Wild Saturday! Come along to Ipswich Museum and meet a variety of local wildlife groups who will be offering advice on wildlife first aid and lots more. You’ll discover how to attract wildlife to your own back garden and have the chance to ask lots of questions all about British wildlife. You can also take part in fun craft activities and bug hunts to put a spring in your step. 

Free drop-in activities 10am-4pm

 

Top Hats and Bonnets @ Christchurch Mansion, Ipswich 

Mon 13th – Wed 15th Apr

Have a fun exploring the stories and objects in Christchurch Mansion, then why not have a go at making your own hat? All the materials will be provided for you to make your own top hat or bonnet, all you need are the fabulous ideas and creativity. 

Free admission to Christchurch Mansion

Sessions are £1.50 per person

Suitable for ages 6+

Sessions at 10.30am, 11.30am, 12.30pm, 2pm and 3pm

Book by calling 01473 433554 

 

Walk-in Wardrobe @ Christchurch Mansion, Ipswich

Mon 13th Apr – Wed 15th Apr

Head along to Christchurch Mansion this school holiday and have a fashion fantastic journey through history! In this fun event which is suitable for all the family you can try on a variety of costume from throughout history. Whether you want to try being a Roman soldier, have a dabble at sixties fashion, try out fabulous headwear or a little bit of everything, you are assured of a great day out. Come along and see what our ancestors wore in times gone by.

Free drop in, 10am-5pm

 

Victorian Toys @ Hollytrees Museum, Colchester

Tue 14th – Fri 17th Apr

Come along to Hollytrees Museum this Easter and find out how Victorian children amused themselves by exploring a range of fabulous toys. Throughout the week you can explore different toys each day and even have the chance to make your own to take home. 

On Tuesday you can discover moving pictures with zoetropes and flick books and choose your favourite to make. Wednesday will offer you the chance to look at moving toys with a Jacobs ladder and acrobats, with the choice to make one of your own. Try out your skills on Thursday with a cup and ball and yo-yos and then make your own, and on Friday enjoy spinning tops and thaumotropes with the chance to make one of your own. 

Free entry to Hollytrees Museum

£1.50 per person per session

Booked sessions at 11am, 12pm, 1pm, 2.30pm and 3.30pm each day

Book in advance by phoning 01206 282940 or by dropping into Hollytrees Museum

Sorry, we are unable to accept large group bookings

 

A Medieval Feast @ Colchester Castle 

Tue 14th – Sat 18th Apr

A medieval feast is being prepared in the castle, and you can come and see what sort of food would have been eaten here 400 years ago.  Anyone fancy some healthy cabbage soup, or how about hedgehog with almonds?

Visitors can talk to the chefs and learn about food in the past, while also smelling and seeing the delights on the table.

Free after normal admission to the castle

Display will run 10am – 4pm each day.  

NOTE: The food is for display only, and cannot be touched or tasted 

 

Out of the Box @ Christchurch Mansion, Ipswich

Wed 15th Apr

Following the success of last year’s ‘Out of the Box’ series, our Costume Curator, will be bringing out some rarely-seen costume treasures from the museum stores. Come along and discover more about the museum’s vast collection of costume, ask questions and discuss the fabulous pieces on show. 

Free entry to mansion and free event

2pm-4pm

 

Make Your Own Roman Pottery @ Ipswich Museum, High Street

Wed 15th – Fri 17th Apr

This Easter come and get creative in the wonderful surroundings of Ipswich Museum and play with some clay! Pottery was big business in Roman Britain and in this fun event you can try your hand at this historic craft by making your own pot, vase or oil lamp. If you need any help our friendly artist will be on hand and of course there are plenty of fabulous objects and stories in the museum to help inspire you.

Free entry to museum

Sessions are £1.50 per person

Booked sessions at 11am, 12pm, 1pm, 2.30pm 3.30pm

Book by calling 01473 433554

Suitable for ages 4+

 

Saxon Instruments @ Gallery 3, Ipswich Town Hall Galleries

Thu 16th Apr

Come and get musical this Easter at Gallery 3, in Ipswich’s Town Hall Galleries. The Anglo-Saxons loved their music and you can take inspiration from this by making your own lyre. Help will be on hand to make your instrument and you can have fun seeing what wonderful tunes you can create. Take your instrument home with you as a memento of your special day out and amaze your family and friends with the tunes you’ll make.

Free museum admission

Sessions are £1.50 per person

Drop-in sessions at 10am-12pm and 2pm-4pm

No need to book

Suitable for 6yrs+

 

Lunchtime Lecture @ Gallery 3, Ipswich Town Hall Galleries

Thu 16th Apr

Come along to Gallery 3 and enjoy the fascinating Anglo-Saxon Art in the Round exhibition. See a variety of stunning jewellery and coins from this time and then enjoy a free lecture. Our expert will talk all about the items in the exhibition and be on hand to answer any questions.

12pm – 1.45pm

Free, donations welcome

Suitable for adults

 

 Sharon Carter
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01206 282938
sharon.carter@colchester.gov.uk
 
Colchester and Ipswich Museum Service
Our vision is to create a museum service that is a source of pride, inspiration and fun.
 
