 Stitching Time

 

New Exhibition at Hollytrees Museum, Colchester

FREE

14th March – 14th June

 

Exploring sewing and needlework throughout history, a charming new exhibition in Hollytrees Museum showcases many items never seen on display in the museums before. Stitching Time opens on Saturday 14th March and can be enjoyed free of charge.  

 

The exhibition features a fine display of needlework from Colchester and Ipswich Museum Service’s costume collection. Objects in the exhibition include a selection of samplers from the 1600s, 1700s and 1900s as well as examples of plain sewing, such as clothing, that would have been done by the woman of the house. 

 

One of the highlights of the exhibition includes a panel from the Smyth Screen, a needlepoint screen made by a ‘century of ladies’ from Essex for Sir George Henry Smyth in 1843. The panel was made using the technique of Berlin woolwork, the most popular form of embroidery in Britain between the1820s and the 1870s. 

 

There are many examples of decorative needlework in the exhibition too, with embroidered bags and tea cosies, a patchwork quilt, clothes and other objects including a commemorative embroidery from the coronation in 1953. Visitors can also enjoy seeing beads, sewing silks, sewing cases, pin cushions and needle cases including some in the shapes of two very famous condiments!

 

Danielle Sprecher, Costume Curator for Colchester and Ipswich Museum Service, said “This is a wonderful opportunity to display some rarely seen items from the museum service’s collection. The exhibition tells some wonderful stories and gives a real insight into sewing traditions throughout history.”

 

Among many other beautiful items in the exhibition is a painting from the collection in Ipswich’s museums. The piece entitled ‘Girl Darning’, by Christopher Wood, complements the exhibition by showing an example of a fine form of needlework.

 

This intriguing exhibition can be enjoyed free in the beautiful surroundings of Hollytrees Museum, ‘sew’ what are you waiting for? Visit today and be inspired by the past.

 

FREE

Mon – Sat 10am to 5pm

Sun 11am to 5pm
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Colchester and Ipswich Museum Service

Our vision is to create a museum service that is a source of pride, inspiration and fun.

 
Also…

17 in Print

An exhibition of more than 80 prints from 17 of the region’s finest artists

Colchester Castle

Saturday 29th November 2008 – Sunday 26th April 2009

 Anglo-Saxon Art in the Round

Gallery 3, Ipswich Town Hall Galleries          
6th March – 5th September

Discover mighty kings and fabulous beasts as you journey back in time to explore Anglo-Saxon art and beautiful coins.

FREE
