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Dear Colleague,

Would you like the opportunity for your school/college to take part in a celebration of Norfolk’s young dance talent?  Then read on.

On July 7th Norfolk’s premier arts venue, the Theatre Royal Norwich, will host the first county wide dance festival – Inspire!   We are looking to showcase the very best dance talent from every part of Norfolk and from children and young people aged 5 to 19.  Inspire!   will be part of U.Dance, the national programme which aims to give every child and young person in England the opportunity to take part in a dance performance each year.
Details on how to take part in this fantastic opportunity and an application form are enclosed with this letter.  All applications will need to be with us by May 24th and successful schools will be informed by letter, at the very beginning of the second half of the summer term.

If your school/college is selected a number of leaders meetings will be taking place during the week commencing 14th June.  We will be grouping schools together by locality, for these meetings to cut down on the travel involved.  This will be a very important meeting for all leaders to attend in order to receive information on the day itself and the evening performance.

We are sure you will have some questions relating to this exciting event, so please do not hesitate to contact either Emma or myself as follows:

Emma Preston – Tel. 01493 720542       Email – caisterdance@yahoo.co.uk
Roger Sweet – Tel. 01603 697003         Email – roger.sweet@norfolk.gov.uk
We are very much looking forward to receiving your applications and of course, in the meantime, “Keep Dancing!”
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Best wishes,

Emma Preston                                         Roger Sweet

School Dance Coordinator: Norfolk         Norfolk Senior Competition Manager         
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Application guidance

Please read carefully before submitting you application.

We will use the information you supply on your application and the DVD footage to select a number of groups to perform at the Theatre Royal, Norwich. 

We are looking for high quality dance to celebrate dance activity in Norfolk, as well as a range of styles, genres and age groups. 

The performance will be part of the National programme: U.Dance (led by Youth Dance England) in partnership with the Competition Managers, Norfolk.

Important information

Date of performance: Wednesday 7th July 2010 @ 7pm

Technical and Dress Rehearsals: Wednesday 7th July: All Day
Application deadline: Monday 24th May, 5pm
Programming decision made by panel: Monday 7th June (groups will be notified)

Group leader compulsory meetings; week beg 14th June
The panel will be using the following quality criteria to select the groups;

Quality of Dance piece (Performance)

· Confident performers (applicable to age range and ability!)

· Sense of enjoyment and ownership of piece

· Focus and projection

· Accuracy 

· Sense of style and musicality

· Well rehearsed

Quality of dance piece (choreography)

· Original idea/starting point

· Clear structure: linked to music/contrast/climax etc

· Range of choreographic devices: changes in formation, entrances/ exits, different groupings, canon, unison, question & answer, contact work, effective use of space etc

· Use of music

· Appropriate for age group and audience

Overall programming 

· Range of styles and genres within the programme as a whole

· Range of age groups 

· Geographical spread (we want to represent the whole county)

Other criteria
The Group

· Must be based in a school or college, or within a School Sport Partnership
· We welcome all groups from Key Stage 1-5
· Should be between 10-20 dancers (please contact us if you require more)
· Can be a mixture of ages and/or a collaboration between schools
· Equal opportunity: this will be an inclusive performance to reflect the diverse dance activity in the county. All school groups will be considered, using the specified criteria.
The dance piece

· We welcome a range of styles/genres 

· Should be approximately 4 minutes in duration (please contact us if you require longer)

· Must have between 10- 20 dancers
· Should reflect the quality criteria listed

· May be choreographed by a visiting dance artist etc
· Music: When performing in a professional venue it is a legal requirement that a PRS license is obtained by the venue. We will be applying for the license and will require the following if the group is selected:

Original copy of CD, in the original CD case, if you have downloaded the music, you must purchase the original CD for legal purposes, no exceptions. If you require more than one piece, the music must be professionally edited.

· The dance piece will require appropriate costumes.

· Unfortunately we cannot accommodate large props and scenery for this event. Hand held props will be allowed

DVD

· Please send a recording which shows one of the following

1. The completed dance piece

2. Work in progress

3. Previous dance performance of group or school

· Please ensure the DVD is labeled, and please check it works!

· Unfortunately we will be unable to return DVD’s; they will be destroyed after the panel meeting. If you wish for them to be returned please include a Self Addressed Envelope, with correct postage. 
Wednesday 7th July 2010

· The group must be available to perform on Wednesday 7th July, for both technical rehearsals during the day and the evening performance at 7pm.

· You will be advised of timings once you have been selected.

· You will be given a short slot for a technical rehearsal followed by a dress rehearsal. 
· All groups must watch the other half that they are not performing in, on the evening.

· You must fund and provide your own transport to and from the theatre

· Complete own risk assessment for the group (we will provide event risk assessment)

· You are responsible for your group at all times and you will need to arrange chaperones to accompany the group who are fully CRB compliant, at a ration of 1:10 (1 chaperone for every 10 performers). This is for both the rehearsals and the performance

· Groups unavailable for rehearsals during the day will not be considered for the performance.

· The organizers will decide the schedule and overall programming, and their decision is final

The group leader
· Will be responsible for organizing the group, and must liaise with their school and ensure all parents/cares/performers and head teachers are aware of the requirements.

· Must attend the compulsory meeting: week beg 14th June TBC.

· Must arrange travel to and from the theatre, and/or arrange parent drop off and pick ups!

· Complete necessary Risk Assessment requirements for your school.

Programming decision

· The panel will meet after the application deadline to select groups using the specified criteria
· Their decision is final.

· Applications will not be considered after the deadline

· Successful groups will be informed on Monday 7th June.

· Please do not apply if you are unsure as to whether your group can commit to Wednesday 7th July, It would be unfair on other schools if a selected group was unable to perform after the selection had been made.

Please return all applications by Monday 24th May, 5pm.

If you require any further guidance, please contact Emma Preston (School Dance Coordinator; Norfolk)

T: 01493 720542

E: caisterdance@yahoo.co.uk 
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Application Form
1. Contact information 

	Name of school/college/group
	

	Address


	

	Phone number
	

	Email
	

	Name of Group Leader
	

	Name of Head Teacher
	

	School Sport Partnership (SSP)
	


2. Group information

	Details of group 

(class, club, youth company etc)
	

	Number of dancers in group
	

	Age of group
	

	Gender
	

	Please give any details on any special needs the group may have (access, SEN etc)
	


3. Information on proposed dance piece

Please include as much detail as possible, even if the dance has yet to be choreographed.

	Title of Dance
	

	Name of choreographer
	

	Dance Idea/intention
	

	Has the dance already been created Y/N
	Circle style of Dance  contemporary, creative, hip hop, commercial, tap, ballet, street, Jazz, musical theatre, other 

	Length of dance
	

	Name of music track(s)
	

	Composer(s)
	

	Length
	

	Please give a brief description of the dance piece
	

	Please send a DVD of either the completed dance, work in progress or a recent performance of the group.


4.Additional information

	Why would your school group like to perform at this event?

(100 words)
	

	How would your group benefit from performing at the event?

(100 words)
	

	Other information
	


Signed:                                                                                                           Lead teacher

Please return with DVD by Monday May to:

Mrs Emma Preston 

Caister High School Arts College

Windsor Road

Caister On Sea

Gt Yarmouth

Norfolk

NR30 5LS

caisterdance@yahoo.co.uk
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